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Sr, »'% 

Our having made choice of this particular Dif- 
ed courſe, and being your ſelf in 'all reſpefis a 
*. moſt eminent example of the Duties it recommends z As 
"Wt 'pives Jou a double title to the performance, ſo, Thope, 
»&-it Till in ſome meaſure excuſe the freedom 1 take in ho- 
noxring it with your name,and in publiſhing my thoughts 
"Or this Subjeft as your own by Approbation z I hear- 
tily wiſh they may be in the leaſt inſtrumental towards 

promoting the true intereſt of Religion among 

but if theſucceſs be not anſwerable, there is yet 
%. certain ſecret ſatisfaFtion which is the neceſſarygyy: 
* fult of a well grounded Intention. 4 
%, 1 am not ignorant with what profound Learning 
artd, perſwaſive eloquence this Subjeft bas been already 
treated, ' inſomuch that it may ſeem a grgat peite of 

vanity to trouble the World with anotheg/Diſcourſe of ( 


of this nature, ( eſpecially when *tis almilt as difficult 
| Py ey. B £ 


7% _Fpiltle Dedicatory ea 
So Þfite any thing new upon it, as itis to form any 
obing material againſt it) but ſince this is purely calcn- - 
| t he hetter guidance and direftidn. of Chriſtian 
praftice';' the plainneſs awd ſimplicity of it's dreſs 
will admit of a lytter natur d conſtruftion ; and that 
your wonted g00dneſs (a quality well known to all thoſe 
who art ſohappy a#tobe of your acquaintance) will in- 
cline you to Patronize this Diſcourſe, and to accept the 


Dedigation as ateſtimony of gratitude and reſþe, from 
_—_— Your moſt Obliged 
Moſt faithful Humble Servant . 


H. BAGS HAW.S 


$7. Matt. 


St, -Matt. XX. part of the iÞ# ver. "y 
My Houſeſhall becalled the Hoſe of Prayer. 
Heſe words were ſpoken by our Bleſſed 
| Saviour by way of reproot to thoſe per- 
ſons, whom he found buying andsſel- 
ling inthe Temple art Jeruſalem; and to let them 
.» know how much they prophaned that Sacred 
| £ >” Pile, which had been dedicated to the worſhip 
$£;.. and Service of God, by turning it co an Ex- 
change, or Market-place, where their whole 
F- buſineſs was cunningly to undermine theirBre- 
* thren,and to make the greateſt advantages they 
could of each other in cheir way of Dealing 
and Traffick. This infamous abule 'of is 
Fathers Houſe exaſperated our Bleſſed Lort, 
| % andmadehim expreſs his reſentments of ſugþ.gn 
_ - Indignity and Aﬀront by overthrowing the 
.bles of the Mony-Changers, and the Seats of them that 
ſod Doves, as we read in the Verleimmediately 
foregoing: Asif he had laid, tho yay praftice 
hicherro hath heen by no means #[werable - 


- that awful reverence you ought copay a Pla 
bY | B 2 "of 
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Flac Nature ; yet notwithſtanding it (all be 
ored to it's Primitive uſe, ſetapart, and aps ©, 
arAriaccd tothe work of Devotion, implyed * 
"1n thele vos, My Hauſe fall be called the Houſe 

of Prayer. ** 3 

The deſign of this Diſcourſe is to recom 
mend the duty »of frequenting thoſe Places, 
which it hath pleaſed Almighty God to ſer 
apart.for the performance of Religious Duties, 
whith F-ſhall endeavour to inforce by ſhewing, 
-»-]. Thatfuch places do juſtly challenge an 
extraordinary reſpect and reverence from us.. 

IL By ſhewing what influence the diſtins"*'> , 
guiſhing reſpe&, which we owe to them,ought 
to have on our lives and Actions, as alſo whar® 
qualifications are neceſlary to accompany us in, "* 
our attendance on them. 4 

Firſt then, I am to prove that we ought to 
havean extraordinary reſpect and revercnce for 
thoſe Places, which it hath plealed God to ſec 
ko for the performance of Divine Worſhip. & 


In ſpeaking to which head, I would not be 
o underſtood, as tho theſe Holy Places were to, * 
be eſteemed or reverenced upon the account of 
any intexgal ſanity inherent in them, or that 
- 7 theregard We ought to bear to.them ſhould be 
"terminated in the Places themſelves ; but wy. 
St at” -. 


* 4 
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© that 'we ought to efteem and reſpe& bin 


a relative ſence, as being appointed by Gadas 
the proper Seats and Inftrumenes of ''« ugh 
fhip and adoration,and which He fiaf promile 
to ſanftifie with His Divine ,Prelence,. When 
but two or three are gathered together in bis Name, 
'Tis true indeed, God cannot properly be 
ſaid to be abſent from any place, who: fills 
the Univerſe with his Omnipreſence, but-with 
reſpe& to His ſpecial accepration and readineſs 
to aflifſt the Prayers and Suplicattons of ſuch, 
_ - who call upon him. in his Holy Temples, we 
. ** way affirm according to the Scripture Phraſe, 
$.. Surely this place is no other than the Houſe of Gol; 
and by conſequence to be eſteemd and reſpe&- 
". ed by us with that profound ſubmiſfſion.and aw- 
"ful Reverence, which is due to' the Sanctuary 
of the Lord. jan 
And that more eſpecially for theſe following 
reaſons. 4 
1. Becauſe of that different reſpe&, whi 
s God Hiraſelt bears to. things ſet apart 
4 " own Worſhip, from what he does fo alf 
her things of corfimon and ordinary iſe, of 
which-we-can't have a ſtronger —_— than 
the many and remarkable Judgifients pour'd # + 
down. by God tipon ſuch profligate _ 


Is 


, 
: 
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(4) 
- kv preſumed to violate by Sacrile-. > 
31085 means,things conſecrated to the moreim-- | 
Cc and--peculiar ule and ſervice of Hims 
elf. * And'tho' Hiſtory, both Sacred and pro# 
fane, abounds with many Inſtances of this kind, 
yet I ſhall content my ſelf as preſent with only 
marking out two of them, which whether they 
are more exemplary for their puniſhment, or 
ro be abhorred for their Crime is a Queſtion 
not ealily determined.” The firſt I ſhall men- 
tion is Antiochus, who, when all his projets 
were fruſtrated; his Commanders fallen, and- . 
his hopes cut off, with the flower of his At» * A 
my, whilſt he' was refleting with himſelf* 
_upon the happinels he had loſt, and the miſery 7 
he ſuſtained ; his Conlcience immediately flies, * 
in his face, and repreſents to him thoſe wicked 
practices which had occaſion'd his fall, and 
het repenting too late, recites the black Cara- 
lopue after this manner, Now 1 remember the ® - 
IST did at Jeruſalem, how I took the veſſels of © 
&; and Silver, 1 perceive therefore that for this - 
cauſe theſe evils are come upon me, and behold 1 pe: - ho 
\ * © riflefor greif in a ſtrange Land. 
- 4 The &her Inſtance is, that Monſter" o0i- 
quity and prdfaneneſs the great Belſhazzar, who * 
Meng made a great Feaſt to entertain the No- .. 
: + bles 


a (5) 
'bles bf his Court, commanded (as the Pr 
Daniel informs us) theGolden and Silyer v 
which his Father Nebuchadnezzar bad taki 
of cheTemple, to be broughr-unto hi 
himſelf and his Princes, his Wives and his Con- 
cubines might drink, therein : One wouldhave 
thought the heavy Judgments, inflicted on his 
Fathers Head for the like Crimes, might have 
been a ſufficient warning to him not to break 
thro' the bounds which God had let between 
things Sacred and Prophane, and, by ſuch a 
- . daring inſtance of impiety, bid defiance to the 
. +. Almighty. The moſt high God (lays the Pro- 
53 *phert ſpeaking to Belſhazzar on this occaſion) 
gave Nebuchadnezzar thy Father a Kingdom, and 
- Majeſty, and Glory, and Honour ; but, when his 
| ** beart was lifted up, and his -mind bardned in pride 
he was depoſed from bis Kingly Throne, and they took 
his Glory from him : be was driven from the Sas of 
Men, and his heart was made like the Beaſts, andhis 
dwelling was with wild Aſſes, they fed bim with Graſs 
like Oxen, and bis Body was wet with the dew of Eilgg- 
Yen, till be knew that the moſt High God ruled in the 
no dom of men,and that He appointeth over for =). .- A 
frevsBh $1 One would have thoyghr, 1 "Jl of 
* that this Vial of Gods wrath, whieh was pour'd "3 


- out onthe Father4fox his Sacriledg, might hays 
CN TOEI d 
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ome influence upon the Son, wha Knew 
is ; buthe,as ithe had becndeſtrous of get- 
renown. by-thar' Crime, or oneg that © 
ht the-wickedne(s of che depoſed Prins 
was intailed upon his Succeſlour together with 
the"Sceprer, could not forbear making the 
Sacred Veſſels of the Temple che unhappy In- 
ſtrumentrs of his Luxury ; but alas how ſoon 
did the Scene change, and the very {ame night, 
that R&&was entertaining himſelf in this man- 
ner, his Sefftence was written in lively Cha- 
racters upon thewall by the Finger of th&Al- _ 
mighty : His knees ſmote one againſt another, the ; 
joynts of bis loyts-were looſed, and the tragedy con» "th 
cluded in the loſs of his Kingdom together with 
his life. - Neicherare we to wonder why God 
ſhould ſhew ſuch aſhining inſtance of his wrath : 
and fiery indignation againſt ſuch. an audacious © ; 
Prebedent of Impiety, ſince his prophaning 
theVeſlels of the Temple was in effe&, and by 
interpretation , to declare, that either - he did 
wr beleive what God ſaid, or that he did not 
fear wit he could do. And that we might;- 
fm a falſe Judgment,and apprehend, th 
theſe: ſipmal puniſhments were the dot Wu 
+ \ any other crimes, which in his life time he-bad. - 
\ mice, the ſame Prophet policively afſures  * 
> > _ us. . 


"» 


. 
= 
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” :Relſhazzar the King of the Chaldeans ſlain. 


; God do's alway ſhew ſuch remarkable inſtan- 
© ces of his diſpleaſure on the heads of all Sacri- 


* times it may ſuffer for a while Perſons ant 
\ Families railed upon the ruines of Cha 


_-* not become us to inquire or examine whar is 
= .thereaſon of ſo a wile 


7 N_ 
" us. For thou, 0 Belſhazzar,ſays he, baſt 
thy ſelf againſt the Lord of Heaven, and t 
brought the Veſſels of his bouſe before thee, 
and thy Lords, thy Wives and thy Concubi 
drunk Wine in them ; and the God, im whoſe hand thy 
breath is, and Whoſe are all thy ways, haſt thou not 
glorified; And then he proceeds to interprec 
the Judgment pronounced againſt him ; that 
God hath numbred bis Kingdom and fiſhed it, that 
he is weighed in the Ballance and found wanting, that 
his Kingdom is divided and given tothe Medes and 
Perſians : After which it follows, in that night was 


Ic is not from hence to be concluded, thar 


legious Intruders , or {uch, asviolate either 
things or places conſecrated to the more im- 
mediate uſe and ſervice of himſelf ; ir is (Wth» 
cicnt, that his Juſtice does by ſome eminent 
examples of this kind alert it ſelf, cho' at other 


wrches 
2nd inriched wich «the ſpoils of Sacrifedyff6 


fouriſh..apd chrive like a green Bay-tree : Itdo's 


a diſpenſation, 
C 


4 


vis ſufficient to my preſent purpoſe, that - 
he does by ſome convincing, inſtance of* his 
very often «proclaim to all the 
| , that" he will execute Judgments on 
thoſe, who will not. reverence his SanCtuary, * 
Shofld the Juſtice of God alwaies interpoſe, 
and obſerve the lame meaſures in other 
Crimes of the like nature the frequency of his 
Judgments would probably be objected a- 
gainſt that Miraculous Power, by which they 
were effected: and Prophane and Irrilegious 
men would be apt to conclude, they wereno 
more than the ordinary effe&s of Chance or | 
Providence ; but, be that as it will : Thus. a 
much, I think, 1 may venture to affirm, that.” 8 
there is no perſon, who has eicher known or i 
read of many notorious inſtances of Families  % 
enrich'd by ſuch impious practices, but may 
h&c \ likewiſe obſerved, that Providence has, 
{ooner orlater, blaſted their Proſperity,by lome 
ſevere and unexpected viſitation. Nay lo Tea- *- 
| ous does God declare himfelf of the honour © 
of his Sanctuary , and the place of his Holy + 
Felice that he ſmote Uzzab for buc ade 2 , 
vouring to ſupport the tottering Ark..: Nor q | 


| couldche finceriry of his intentions alter che, . 
nature of the fa& : Ir is true indeed, many have* _ 
| <4 x. - Deel * 


- be. "Pp 
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been too apt of late, in inſtances of the li 
ture, to depend too much upon the forcg 
fincere meaning, as tho, that were alo 
#to bear the guile of all their Sacrilegi 
pieries ; but we may learn from this Judgmenr, 
which befel him, that che pretended ftntericy 
Z of our intentions is no ſuch preſervative, as to- 
cally ro ſecure us,and if the errours of our judg- 
ments and conlciences carry us on to the com- 
miſhon of wicked practices we may be anfwer- 
able for the one, if not fot the other. And 
| this I the rather mention, becauſe it is a fre- 
+ quent Artitice among ſome men, to excule 
their Rapine and Sacriledge-.with the bleſſed 
name of Reformation; but by-them moſt un- 
juſtly applied. 
A ſeccond Reaſon why we ought to pay 
a diſtinguiſhing reſpe@ to Placesof this nature, 
is grounded upon the example and cotnrhand: 
| of God himſelf, who is pleaſed to appoint 
* this difference. Inthe moſt early times ofthe 
World, we find God giving his exprels injuncti- 
}-, ons to his Servant Jacob to build him-an Altar, 
*which, when th&holy Patriarch had perfarm- 
 ed'i-abecience to a ſpecial and*extraordinary 
' ..-. Command, what reverence does he expreſs to 


: . to it? and what a profound eſteem —_ 
> © 2 W 


ſhew towards it? How dreadful, ſays he, is this 
for ſurely tis no other than the Houſe of God. 
ot any internal worth or ſanctity inhe- 


could, procure -it this efteem from the holy 
Patriafch, for by hature there is no diſtin@ion 
in places ; but becauſe it pleaſed God to ap- 
point and ſer apart this place, as peculiar 
to himſelf and his own ule. If it be asked, 
for what realon God may be ſuppoſed to bear 
a diflerent reſpeCt to Places conſecrated to his 
own Worſhip, from what he bears to others de- 
fign'd tor the common and ordinary ules of life, 
it might be anſwered,that the Divine Will and 
Pleaſure, when once reveal'd and atteſted 
carry with them ſufficient reaſon and convi- 
&ion from the authority of the Reyealer to 
any fober and dilinterefled Enquirers, Weare 
not at liberty to diſpute and conteſt the grounds 
upon which the Will of God proceeds, or by 
which it is determin'd : It is ſufficient for us, 
that it hath pleaſed him. co make known his 
Will tous by Revelation : Our duty is obedi- 


allowed to reaſon 'upon Divine Subjefisywe 
may probably preſume that God Almighty, 


_- T3 5h to 


the place- ic ſelf, that either did, ors, 


ence. and ſubmiſſion ; but ſafar as we may be, y 


B fixing upon and  inſticuting of ſome places - 


(11) 
to this peculiar end, was pleaſed to excic* 
promote the Devotion and Piety of his pgtple: 
by that awful reverence, with, which ch@are 
Mcurally apt to affect our thoughts. 
"y A third Reaſon, why we ought to bear a 
| diſtinguiſhing reſpect eo & ld ſer apart for the 
- Worſhip of God is, that reverence and eſteem 
which is due to all things of -what nature 'or 
qualities ſoever, whether perſons or places, that 
are appropriated more immediately roHis holy 
Service and Worſhip. He that deſpiſeth you deſpiſ- 
eth me, ſaith our Saviour to His diſciples, and 
he. that deſpiſes Me deſpiſeth him, that ſent Me ; 
= which Sentence, tho' applied by our Bleſſed 
Saviour to ſuch as ſhould abule,or vilifhe the Sa- 
cred Office of his Diſciples, may with equal 
; yerity, be pronounced, tho' in a ſubordinate 
degree, of thoſe, whoSacrilegiouſly invade 
the Temples and Patrimony of the Church, 
and ſerve all their mean and fordid ends upon 
her. Have ye not houſes to eat and to drink in,lays Ste 
Paulin this firſt Epiſtle to theCorinthians, or deſpiſe 
«ge the Church of God ? The Apoſtle would have 
nd.ſcaſting, or, otherwiſe, lawful freedoms 
— the Alrar, which had been fer a- 


cparrand conſecrated ro a morcDivineand ſpiri- / | 


- tual entertainment. It had been noexcule for th 
| Corinthi 


Shithians to have pleaded, that they practis,d 

ly the inoccent freedoms ofConverſation,and 
ache Church of God as a means to promote 
= mitual freindſhip and ſociety among thetite 
ſelyes ; theſe 'ends, however exellent in them- * 
ſelves, were to be attained in their proper 
and ordinary places : And they were not under 
any pretence, or colour, or for any deſign or 
end whatſoever, to abulethings, that had been 
dedicated tothe immediate Service of God, to 
any other ends than thoſe, for which they 
were delign'd. 

Ifit be demanded, whether the Conſecration. * 
of Places dots communicate any ſpecial: ſan--mt$ | 
ity or holineſs to them, ' beyond that of o- "MK, |; 
ther things and places of ordinary and common. * 
ule : [ anſwer, that tho' it does not, yet it wilt 2. | 


OO 


not from hence follow, that therefore they are * 
ne more to be regarded hy us than other things 

and places are ; For the-places are already ſa» 
cred by the donation and appointment of them _} 
to the Serviceand Worſhip of God : And upan 


this account itis, that we afhrm they are to be,4y 
' reſpe&ted, not as abſolutly, but relagively HG» 
ly becauſe of that relation. they hawe*t6 him, - 


| whois the Fountain of all holineſs. . If it be ©. Y 
urheracked, to what purpoſe then-is the Con- . Pi | 
- *©%,. .lecration ' 


or © decheing places holy were admitred, it 1s 


ſecration of Things or Places, which are alrea- 
dy Sacred by their donation and appoint 
to this queſtion I make anſwer, that by 
ſecration they are ſolemnly declared 
: And unlels this manner of pronounmge® 


not eaſie to imagine how the common people 
ſhould know what places they were-to reſpect 
as holy,and what not;beſides thus muchar leaſt | 
we cannot deny but that ſuch places,as are pe- 
culiarly and ſolemnly appointed far Divine 
Service,are more apt toquickenus with a great- 
er ſpirit of Devotion than others of ordinary 
and common uſe. Arefleftion of this nature 
cannot but correct our wandring thoughts, 
and will more forcibly engage our affections 
thanall-che moſt. preſſing arguments, though 
pointed with. the leareli xealon, and drefled 
up under allthe beauties of Rhetorick and elo- 
cution. And menghore: tho' thele external 
things are neitherflential parts of our devoti- 
on, nor, by any virtue of their own, direCt 
occaſions oft ; ; yet becauſe it hath pleaſed God 
, after We manner, by ſan{ifying thele inferiour, 
acarscoger ſpiricual improvement, to help us 
| forwit&ih the exerciſe of our ,duty ;4EMill | 
 berter become usto adore his Wildam, in ning | 


exprefli 
f 


| fog his Compadion to our ur Inficmities, 
by fondly relying upon our own , to pur 
t upon ſuch afliſtances, and unchank- 
uſtrate'che gracious methods corſtrivi 
For our <alvation. And-thus have I finiſhed my .. 
firſt genetal Head propoſed to be ſpoken to 
from theſe words ; namely, that ſuch places as 
are ſet apart for the performance of Religious 
Duties, do juſtly challenge an extraordinary 
reſpe&and reyerence from us. I proceed now 
to the ſecond *Branch-oFfmy Text, wherein I 
promiſed to ſhew, what influence the diſtin- 
ouiſhing reſpe&t, we owe - to thoſe ſolemn 
Places of divine worſhip, ought ro have 'or-our-./+ 
lives and Ations, as allo. what qualifications” 4 
are neceſlary to accompany us our attey- 
dance on them. 

In ſpeaking to whieh head [ ſhall-noc - vide 
take any ſuch exa&t ennumeration, as-may con- 
clude ali the genergl bradghes of our duty, buc 
(hAIl confine my ſelf, in the remaining part of 
this Diſcourſe, to theſe three following ; Sin- 
cerity, Reverence, and Attention . 

\ By Sincerity I mean an upright intention, þ 
hes we dire& our devotion to that propt 
for which thele Holy Places werk* aclgn'd 


"os the knowledg of Gods Vilin orderto ** | 


[the 2-4 
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the ditt performance of it. This honeſt (1 
ty of heart is that which our Bleſſed Savi 
elegts by the good ground, where 

F on: the Seed ſprung up and bore fruit ; 
pa that bringsnot thisalongwith him, howloever 
P) he may fondly flatter himlelf, retains only the 
{ſhadow not the ſubſtance gf Chriſtianity, And 
tothis we may probably impute that: {mall in- 
fluence; which the Word of God hagh on the 
minds of ſome among us, who come to the 
places of Divine Service for the ſameend, that 
they frequent the Exchahge or the Cqurt, not 
our of any* ſenſe of Devotion or Piery, towards 
God, but in'complyance with their own inters 
eft which amounts tono more than a State-con 
formity taken-up in favour of their ſecular eaſe 
and profit co avoid the puniſhments,or co graſp 
theDignities preſented to them." Tis w:th difh- 
culty that they' preyail upon themſelves ro 
come, and with great 4 i that they {1c 
out the Service, The Cuſtom and Manners 
of the Country where they live, oblige them to 
 feign a decent Hypocriſie to avoid the Cenlure 
” of the pubilick, or the impuration of Singulark 
Eo) even when they are in Gods prelence, 
- as tho It were a place of Pernance, or confine- 
.." ment;. they contrive, by all the little Ar 
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An, how they may render their ſtay the 
"map! lcrable, and divert that time, which 
* pk on azrhe Parenthelſis of cheir liveys 
F” Others likewiſe there are,who are more 
Lanc /atcendanes on Divine Worſhip , who 
bring only their ſpecufative faculties along with 
them, and leave their wills and affeftions be- 
hind chem : They covet to know Gods Will 
for any purpoſe, but, to practice it, and are 
Hearers ofthe Word, galy ro become- more 
| knowing, without ever ſuffering it to reach a- 
ny further than their uinderflandings, which is 
ſo fatal a defe&t as blaſts our purſuics, cho' of 
things in themſelves neyer ſo exellegr: "This 
we find exemplifi'd in $imon-Magus, who; tho? 
he coveted a thing in it ſelf yerydefiablethe 
power of conferring the Holy Ghoſt" yer de- 
firing it upon undue conditions, and for ſiniſter 
ends, he was immerſed ie>-the gall of bitterneſs, } 
and at laſt advanc@.co thi, height of Blaſphe- © Z 
my, as to ſer up himlſelfigr God hs be- . 
coming a Laſting Monument how unfafe it is } 
to prevaricate in Holy Things.  Pur-here are 
A {et of men who deal yet moreunlmcerely 1 
their attendance on the Service of G ear | 
theWord infidioufly,on purpoſe to colle& mat-.” WE 
F of objection and cayil lognid Gar moies I 


>>... that 
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that liſten attentively, bur to.no other enfif 
ro remark incoherencies and defe&ts i in chit. 

Pic; which when” chey;chink ch nes 

= ed they have gained their de gn, an 
uſe in any meaſure the ſzme proportion of dili- 

gence how they may improve the doctrine de 

livered to the benefie of their Souls , and their 

everlaſting happiaels ia a life to come : The 

Precepts and Threatningg declared 2g4inft their 

darling Luſts are eontiqually fretting and per- 

plexing them, whereupon they are reſolved to 

diſcharge their miatice agaialt the Preacher. Bur 

[ ſhallnot abſt uponthis refleCtion in this place, - 
becauſe will nor (uppole any,/ who campole 

this Auditory, lo very dilingenuousas to be con- 

cerned,in any-paxt of it. 

A ſecond Qualihcangnpwhich is necellary 
ro accompany us in ous Arreadanee on Divine 
Service at the Houſe of God, is Reverence, If 
we look back uponahe oalt Ages otthe World 
we ſhall find that,gyph among che Pazan Princes 
a Reverend ement was always uſed. in 
theWorthip oftheirDeities,and their Dc votions 

ty rform'd inthe moſt expreſſive poſtures dof 
Re according to the different modes of 


£*© 
. 


[the Countries they lived in; inlomuch that 
* Nuts made: 2 Law that no mo ſhould medd 
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divine things, or worſhip their Gods " 
ins, or by accident, but make it.a let 
2-m0-bufigeſs : And every one kſþwg, 
Mas the leaſt acquaiatance with antient His 
ory, with how great ceremony and ſolemni-- 
ty their Oracles were conſulced. How great 

a ſhame then is it for Chriſtians to abate of Xt 
that reverence tothe True God, which the ye- 
ry Heathens allowed gheir Falle Ones. *- 

Now this proceeds ſanatimes for want of that 

habitual reverence we ſhould .always have to 
the Place of Gods Preſence, - and: opens 
for want of actual exciting it ; Forifth 
lye only dormant in us, and be'n 
ed by a lively and vigorous mays > arr ce 
- avail us as little for edificatian, asthe habitual ** | 
ſtrength of a man®*dats* for labour, when he  __ 2 
will not exert it to chatend; When we enter in* , 
to the gates of Sigg we ſhould do it with os . 
ther ſentiments ndapprehenſions than when 4 
we enter into any other of common and - + 
civil uſe, conſidering that he Temple of 
e God of Heaven, the Seat of His miare Imme- 
iate Preſence, the Inſtrument. Salvation 
or upon abuſe, of our Ruine : for” E 
opportunities and adyantages we have to im-: 


ove our ſelves in the — of God a 
"Religion © 
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© Religion, the more in proportion will b 
peted from us. And ſure this, if duly a 
de® cannot but awakea'gur endeay 
oo e all crifling ſancies,”and make uM 
**Juent thele Holy Places with aſuicable reves 
rence and becoming, affection 3 to this purpoſe 
+3 wefind the Royal P/almiſt patherically crying 
out ; O bow amiable. are thy} 1 abernacles O Lord of 
Hlſts ? my Soul longeth, yeq even fainteth for the 
Courts of the Lord, Jon a day in thy Conrts is better 
then a thouſand, &;'-and in another place, ſays 
l he, one thing have 'T deſired of the Lord, which 1 will 
| Fu » require, even that 1 may dwell im the houſe of the Lord 2 
& | all the die of my be, to behold the: fair beauty of the 
Lord, and ta viſit his Temple.” And 'as we ought 
k. to make. ic ohe deliberate « toi frequent 
the Place of Gods Wor \-when we do 
ir, 'tisour duty to ſtir up our ſelves with ſuch 
ſolemn apprehenſions, 'as may gender us apr to 
receive due impre fra ' Word of God, 
+ Which is there del; to us ; for, where there 
not to be expected there, 
Mmuin or laſting obedience: 
times for Divine Wor FOR 
de uſe of in all Ages of the oy 


,' having been continued 4 
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.to us: moreeſpecially ſince Conſtantine's time : 
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Fas they were at firſt inftituted forthis purs © 
on; we might be more at leiſure toretire 


py esg. and- ferioully reflect uſſba | 
Aotemn | Buſihels we are going abour, % 7-73 
Nall all of us be highly wanting co our ſelves, © 


if we do not endeavour, 'by a frit and dayly | 
obſervance * of them,to improvethele aſliſtances pw 

to that Blefled End,; for which chey were ap- ' 
pointed. we muſt take care that our Services 
be as free from irreverence®wr indecency 'of be- 
haviour, as the Sacrifices of tfie Law were:re- 


quired to be from infirmity*and*blemifh, al- 


| luring our ſelyes that the God W. ws ſerve,..../ 
is Jealous of his Honour as well as Holy: in his FI Ri 
T Nature, neither will 'he ſuffer Himlelf to be 


c6nremned or4avaded within His "Own Walls: »* 
The thixda alification, which I ſhall _ ©. 
inſiſt, on;- as a gecelſary ingredient of our, 
publick A: o is Agterition. This is a du- 
ty ſo- indiſpenſablyemcaaflary, that withour ir 
all places are eh a lly inſ}gaificant, 
for he that attendsnot to tgDutries and Offices :; 
ofthe Church, the warmelFand queſt perſwa- ; 
/ five devotion in the Prieſt ſhalbafett him p& - | 
more, than the moſt artful and ch | 


Wh Mulick can move a perſon who has: 
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Hearing, We muſt thereſors keep ovr raindss 
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4 fixed in our attendance on Godin His| 
- Tewples: Inadvertency is a folly and 
vil and Temporal affair & 
bh 1e, for a-man to bein-the prefente 1 
Tone; eſpecially his {uperiour, and not at allto 
mind-whar he ſays, the rles of converſation 
interpret. no ſmall inſtance of Contempe ; 
yet this vile affront dorall ,chole put upon God 
who in their attendance on his Service give it 
no attention : Ang, much more they, , who 
come. to the Ghurch=..only to. gratifie their 
curioſiry,,of hat i is yet wotſe to-purſue ſome 
len, or vicious deſign... Notwith- 
qhich'l am afraid the praRtice is not 
more impious than ris | non, Tor there are 
many, who frequent the Sion, who & at '. 
each'time they ſhould to an account, 
I doubt could (hew but lirJe*treits &f their edi- 
fication thereby ; and thisrgagy be ogezeaſon 
why, ſo many perſons | Bid in their igno- 
rance, underſtandingaeheir Baptiſmal Vow as 
lictle when they d perform it, as they did 
when.they madeKÞ, and are ready to leave th 
World 5 know any thing of the oth 


is to Mcceed it. This want of Attention-\ 


a 


ry poſſibility of good 5 how ſhall 


N he: 2 + the preaching 6 he es of God convince 4 - 
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1% much as enter the 1magination ? fo that in this 
Sc Sec ſeems more caſt away thin in any.ot theſe 
\tamec 5 theParable pives :-In- thoſe it lil Ki upon 
| Me Soil > bur 4in- thisic never rec Ss that, but is ſcath 
= tered and diſſipated as, with a. Migbry wind, by thoſe 
| wandring and vitious- thou Ft ag Which have prepol- 
| - ſefled the mind. 

Let none therefore preſume to 8pproach ſuch Sxcred 
{ Places,tillthey have turned: ont all HNiraBcd fancies and 
Ft have their faculties free and vacart {or thoſe nobler oh- 
jetts which will there preſent tnemiclvcs x Sowa Wien 
they have fo diſpoſed tacmſetves for Attention, then 
let thera contrive to-improye that aticniion to the 
b:{t advantage, This wi! ITende r what they heir opper- 
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this manner in theſe places, and attentivly apply whar 
* is faid to practice andexperience;the Word of God may 
fill our heads with high notions,nay With many ſpecu- 
lateve truths,whichamounts to no more tlian the The 
ology..of the Apoſtate'Angels, and will as irele advan- 
tage us. - Fo conclude all, let our Attentio: , Ifay, be 
reduced to pract ce, that ſo others ſceing our we works 
may glorify eur Father, which is in H:aveu "And if we 
fail here, the moſt afſidyous diligence 1n all the former 
w1i'l be but loſt labo ur; letus mean never lo well.attend 
never ſo clule,it after all we domnaot prattis, all the reſt 
willſerye but to inhance our guilc. Let us all therefore 
keep afteady eye upon that mark and'pre/s towards it:;as the 
Apoſtle did, aithivlly and d:]igently trequent the placgs” 
of Gods Holy <crvice, that we may learn His Dizine 


x, God of his infinite Mercy grant to. us all, &c 
To whom with the Son og Holy ſpirit T bre Perfinrdat:; 
ne God,be aſcribed as is moſe diegSec; E; 


ſtanding, or perſwade the atteftions, which de?s 


ative and etjcQive, and unleſs we employ our {elves in . 


Will and plealure and finally partake his prorfiiles;which # 
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